
RussianRussian LegacyLegacy

RussianRussian PastPast, , InheritedInherited and and 
ConstructedConstructed



RussiaRussia: the Country : the Country whichwhich is is 
DifferentDifferent

•• AssumptionAssumption of of differencedifference prevailsprevails ((sincesince
timestimes immemorialimmemorial))

•• SupposedSupposed groundsgrounds for for differencedifference: : 
OrthodoxOrthodox religionreligion, , RussianRussian soul, soul, SocialistSocialist
systemsystem, , ””developeddeveloped ((maturemature) ) socialismsocialism””

•• ””RealReal”” groundsgrounds for for differencedifference: : statiststatist
tradition, social tradition, social structuresstructures, , institutionsinstitutions, , 
ideologicalideological heritageheritage



The The ImpactImpact of of HistoryHistory: Tradition: Tradition

•• The The CentralCentral rolerole of the of the statestate, , weakweak societysociety
•• SeparationSeparation fromfrom the West the West untiluntil 18th 18th 

centurycentury, , syndromesyndrome of the of the belatedbelated statestate
•• Tradition of Tradition of culturalcultural and and politicalpolitical

opposition opposition towardstowards the Westthe West
•• Tradition of Tradition of assumingassuming RussianRussian singularitysingularity
•• StatismStatism, , systemicsystemic and and ideologicalideological



The The ImpactImpact of of HistoryHistory: The : The SovietSoviet
HeritageHeritage

•• EconomicEconomic ruinruin of the of the latelate SovietSoviet StateState
•• DismembermentDismemberment of the of the SovietSoviet StateState and and 

the the SovietSoviet Empire Empire alongalong SovietSoviet innerinner
bordersborders

•• CollapseCollapse of of constructedconstructed SovietSoviet--centeredcentered
worldworld--viewview

•• CollapseCollapse of the of the ””quotedquoted valuevalue”” of of pastpast
achievementsachievements, , basedbased on on futurefuture
expectationsexpectations



ConstructingConstructing a New a New HistoryHistory

•• SovietSoviet periodperiod is is recognizedrecognized as as historicalhistorical
aberrationaberration

•• ReturnReturn of the of the ””gloriousglorious prepre--1917 1917 pastpast””
•• HistoryHistory in new in new lightlight: : whowho waswas guiltyguilty for for 

1917?1917?
•• ResurrectionResurrection of of slavophilslavophil, national  , national  

bolshevikbolshevik and and EurasianEurasian ideologicalideological
currentscurrents



StageStage for the for the CreationCreation of New of New 
HistoryHistory

•• EconomicEconomic ruinruin of the of the peoplepeople
•• The The discontentsdiscontents of of shockshock therapytherapy
•• The association of The association of ””democratsdemocrats”” withwith thefttheft, , 

blasphemyblasphemy and and flagellationflagellation
•• The The rebirthrebirth of preof pre--1917 1917 intellectualintellectual worldworld

in in RussiaRussia ((reprintsreprints etc.)etc.)
•• The The birthbirth of of ””politicalpolitical historyhistory”” and and 

””culturologyculturology”” in in universitiesuniversities



The Dilemma of the The Dilemma of the StalinistStalinist PastPast

•• Stalin as the Stalin as the creatorcreator of of ””realreal socialismsocialism””
•• Stalin, the Stalin, the ultimateultimate terroristterrorist
•• Stalin, the Stalin, the organizerorganizer of of VictoryVictory
•• The The difficultydifficulty to to givegive unanimousunanimous verdictverdict on on 

the the StalinistStalinist epochepoch
•• PoliticalPolitical importanceimportance of the of the survivingsurviving

consequencesconsequences of the of the StalinistStalinist epochepoch ((BalticBaltic
countriescountries, , annexationsannexations, , mentalitymentality))



ReturnReturn of the of the ImperialImperial MentalityMentality

•• BackgroundBackground: : economiceconomic recoveryrecovery in the in the 
20002000’’s, s, militarymilitary recoveryrecovery

•• PutinPutin’’ss partialpartial rehabilitationrehabilitation of the of the StalinistStalinist
periodperiod. New . New textbookstextbooks

•• SymbolicSymbolic levellevel: mix of pre: mix of pre--1917 and 1917 and 
communistcommunist symbolssymbols

•• AccentAccent on the on the militarymilitary. . ParadesParades, , memorialmemorial
daysdays



The The PopularPopular MindMind

•• DistrustDistrust of the West and of the West and unpopularityunpopularity of of 
democracydemocracy

•• BeliefBelief in the in the singularitysingularity of of RussianRussian historyhistory
•• PopularityPopularity of Putin (and of Putin (and MedvedevMedvedev). ). 

UnpopularityUnpopularity of of YeltsinYeltsin
•• PopularityPopularity of of strongmenstrongmen in in RussianRussian historyhistory

(Alexander (Alexander NevskyNevsky, , PetrPetr StolypinStolypin and and 
Stalin in the Stalin in the ””ImiaImia RossiiaRossiia”” ––projectproject))

•• PridePride in new in new RussiaRussia



RepercussionsRepercussions of the of the PastPast

•• IdeologicalIdeological freaksfreaks nearnear the the commandingcommanding
heightsheights of of politicspolitics: Alexander : Alexander DuginDugin

•• TendencyTendency to to produceproduce newspeaknewspeak and and 
quasiquasi--totalitariantotalitarian organizations(Sovereignorganizations(Sovereign
democracydemocracy, , InstitutesInstitutes for for democracydemocracy, , 
””antianti--extremistextremist”” NashiNashi troopstroops))

•• VergangenheitsbewVergangenheitsbewäältigungltigung byby
administartiveadministartive fiatfiat: the : the lawlaw on on 
misinterpretationsmisinterpretations of of historyhistory



HowHow doesdoes the new the new historyhistory look look 
likelike??

•• StillStill earlyearly to to telltell??
•• OfficialOfficial levellevel: : turnturn to to authoritarianismauthoritarianism, , guidelinesguidelines

and and sanctionssanctions
•• ScholarlyScholarly levellevel: : independentindependent researchresearch goesgoes onon
•• TextbooksTextbooks: : towardstowards regimentationregimentation??
•• PopularPopular levellevel: : greatgreat storystory of of greatgreat nation nation gainsgains

popularitypopularity. . GloriousGlorious pastpast beforebefore and and afterafter 19171917
•• Stalin Stalin figuresfigures amongamong the the foremostforemost heroesheroes of the of the 

nationnation



New New HistoricalHistorical ConscienceConscience and and ItsIts
ConsequencesConsequences
•• General General acceptanceacceptance of of RussiaRussia’’ss ””nonnon--westernwestern

naturenature”” and and ””specificspecific historicalhistorical roadroad””
•• ReadinessReadiness to to acceptaccept specificspecific normsnorms for for RussianRussian

pastpast and and presentpresent
•• National National pridepride turnsturns the the massesmasses againstagainst the the 

””defamatorsdefamators of of RussiaRussia””
•• OutrightOutright charlatanscharlatans havehave considerableconsiderable popularitypopularity

((FomenkoFomenko and the and the ””New New MethodologyMethodology””, , LevLev
GumilevGumilev, A. , A. DuginDugin))

•• QuasiQuasi--historicalhistorical patrioticpatriotic publicationspublications havehave greatgreat
popularitypopularity


